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Nature of the emergency: The COVID-19 virus, which has 
caused a pandemic, is in the Province and that event requires 
prompt coordinated action or regulation for the protection of 
property and for the health and safety of persons in Nova Sco-
tia. 

I am satisfied that an emergency, as defined in clause 2(b) of 
Chapter 8 of the Acts of 1990, the Emergency Management Act, 
continues to exist or may exist in the Province. 

While under a Provincial State of Emergency, I may require any 
or all of the actions specifically listed under clauses 14(a) to (m) 
of the Emergency Management Act, or anything else I deter-
mine is necessary for the protection of property and the health 
or safety of persons in the Province. 

The Directions issued from March 22, 2020 until today shall 
continue in place under this renewal unless terminated or 
changed by me in writing. Further Directions may be issued 
and posted for the public throughout the State of Emergency. 

This renewed Declaration, and the associated Directions, are in 
addition to and do not replace any Orders issued by the Medi-
cal Officer of Health under Section 32 of Chapter 4 of the Acts 
of 2004, the Health Protection Act 2004. 

This State of Emergency was previously renewed from April 5 to 
April 19, from April 19 to May 3, from May 3 to May 17, from May 
17 to May 31, from May 31 to June 14, from June 14 to June 28, 
from June 28 to July 12, from July 12 to July 26, from July 26 to 
August 9, from August 9 to August 23, from August 23 to Sep-

tember 6, from September 6 to September 20, from September 
20 to October 4, from October 4 to October 18, from October 
18 to November 1, and from November 1, 2020 to November 
15, 2020.

With the approval of Governor in Council, I hereby further 
renew the declaration of a State of Emergency for all of the 
Province to continue on and after 12:00 pm (noon) on Sunday, 
November 15, 2020.

If this Declaration is not renewed or terminated earlier, the 
State of Emergency remains in effect until 14 days after the 
date and time it is declared, which is until 12:00 pm (noon) on 
Sunday, November 29, 2020.

Dated November 4, 2020, at Halifax, Nova Scotia
Original Signed By 
Hon. Chuck Porter 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

COVID-19 INFORMATION AND REMINDERS
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/avoiding-infection/#so-
cial-distancing n

HEALTH AND SAFETY
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BFL CANADA  
INSURANCE SERVICES INC.  
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
bflrealestate.ca

POTTING  
SOIL FIRES

Some Examples of Large Fires 
Caused by Potting Soil Catching Fire
• ��Calgary, AB – March 2010: Fire caused by a
cigarette�left�smoldering�in�a�flowerpot�left�250�
people displaced

• ��Edmonton, AB – July 2014: Fire caused by
a�cigarette�in�a�flower�pot�left�400�people�
displaced

•   Edmonton, AB – May 2015: Fire caused by
carelessly�disposing�of�cigarette�in�flowerpot�
left�155�people�displaced

• ��Montreal, QC – August 2016: Fire starting in a
flowerpot�left�30�people�displaced

•   Langley, BC – December 2016: Fire caused by
a�careless�disposal�of�a�cigarette�butt�left�100�
people displaced

• ��Calgary, AB – May 2018:�Large�fire�loss�due�to�
improper disposal of cigarette in a planter on
balcony�left�200�occupants�displaced

There�Are�Two�Main�Causes
1.  Careless disposal of smoking materials

2.  Spontaneous combustion

The majority of smokers today light up outside 
where� there� are� often� insufficient� ashtrays� or�
receptacles� for� cigarette� butts.�Many� butt� out� in�
any available container, such as a patio planter.

Over�the�last�few�years,�fire�departments�throughout�North�America�have�reported�a�higher�
than�average�number�of�fires�caused�by�potting�soil�and/or�peat�moss.

Over the last few years, fire departments 
throughout North America have reported a 

higher than average number of fires caused by 
potting soil and/or peat moss.

 
Some Examples of Large Fires Caused by Potting Soil 
Catching Fire
• Calgary, AB – March 2010: Fire caused by a cigarette 

left smoldering in a flowerpot left 250 people displaced
• Edmonton, AB – July 2014: Fire caused by a cigarette in 

a flower pot left 400 people displaced
• Edmonton, AB – May 2015: Fire caused by carelessly 

disposing of cigarette in flowerpot left 155 people 
displaced

• Montreal, QC – August 2016: Fire starting in a flowerpot 
left 30 people displaced

 • Langley, BC – December 2016: Fire caused by a 
careless disposal of a cigarette butt left 100 people 
displaced

• Calgary, AB – May 2018: Large fire loss due to improper 
disposal of cigarette in a planter on balcony left 200 
occupants displaced

There Are Two Main Causes
1. Careless disposal of smoking materials
2. Spontaneous combustion
The majority of smokers today light up outside where 
there are often insufficient ashtrays or receptacles for 
cigarette butts. Many butt out in any available container, 
such as a patio planter.
 
BFL CANADA INSURANCE INC. | REAL ESTATE 
DIVISION | bflrealestate.ca | leoinsurance.ca
BFL’s Real Estate team understands the risks faced by 
Corporations. In addition to protecting your investment, 
we offer guidance focused around claims prevention, 
coverage education and by-law review to property 
managers, landlords and condominium boards.

There have also been reports of fires where potting soil 
has self-ignited. This can occur if a plastic planter is left in 
direct sun, neglected and allowed to completely dry out. 
Fire departments advise that the chance of this happening 
is relatively low, however, if a potted plant is allowed 
to dry out and something hot is placed in it, such as a 
cigarette, it will burn.

Many people think that they can safely butt out in   a plant 
or flower pot, however, both the plants and soils contain 
chemicals that can ignite. A problem related to fertilizers 
in the soil is that they act as oxidizers that accelerate fires. 
Many potting soils on the market today contain less dirt 
and more organic substances  that  are   flammable,   such   
as shredded wood, bark, peat moss, styrofoam pellets and 
vermiculite.
 
Helpful Prevention Tips
• Provide smokers with a designated smoking area, and 

provide proper receptacles for cigarette disposal.
• Advise smokers not to use any pots containing potting 

soil as an ashtray.
• Maintain planters, keep plants fresh and watered and 

check them frequently in hot sunny dry weather.
• Discard any dead plants in planters.
• Do not keep potted plants near combustible materials.
• Do not store bags of potting soil in direct sunlight and/or 

near any combustible materials.
• Avoid plastic containers – use clay planter pots whenever 

possible, as they may keep potting soil fires better 
contained.

  
Contact us

1-844-404-1104
enix@bflcanada.ca

 
For more information on our people and our services: 
bflrealestate.ca
 

GOOD PEOPLE. GREAT COVERAGE. 

PEACE OF MIND

www.bonniehutchins.ca
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Condos Can Go... Continued from page 1
should be done in consultation with the corporation’s 
attorney.  The new by-law(s) have to be submitted to 
the Registrar “together with a certificate in prescribed 
form executed by the corporation.”  The proposed 
by-law is not effective until the Registrar accepts it for 
registration.

The proposed new by-law would have to be legitimate; 
it could not be contrary to the Declaration or 
Condominium Act, both of which supersede by-laws.  
As the Act states in Section 23 (2) “the by-laws shall 
be reasonable and consistent with the Act, the Human 
Rights Act and the declaration.”

The process usually starts at the Board of Directors 
level, where during the managing of the corporation the 
board finds an item lacking in the by-laws and decides 
to rectify this.  As a vote is required, the first step would 
be to send out a notice outlining in detail how the new 
by-law would read.  A voting ballot would accompany 
the notice.  It is not uncommon to hold a General 
Meeting to explain the proposed new by-law, why it 
is considered necessary and what affect it will have in 
future.

See Section 23 (1) (a) to (i) of the Condominium Act 

How Do We Change The By-laws? 
Continued from page 1

of NS for the comprehensive list of the different items 
that would be covered in by-laws.  In general, by-laws 
are items governing management of the property, use 
of common elements and respecting the conduct 
generally of the affairs of the corporation.

Obtaining 60-percent votes of the common element 
(unit percentages) can be difficult and often involves 
many hours of canvassing owners by the Board of 
Directors.  Once ballots are returned with the required 
percentage in favour, the corporation’s attorney would 
be involved (if not already consulted).  The attorney 
would need to verify that the ballots are legitimate and 
signed by current, registered owners of each unit.  The 
wording of the new by-law and how it was represented 
to the owners would be reviewed.  

If you are looking to change or add to your 
corporation’s by-laws it can be done but best to 
consult legal council to avoid the frustration of your 
hard work being denied by the Registrar.

This was a larger question that was asked at the seminar. 
As always, please send any question large or small that 
you may have to CCI at info@ccinovascotia.ca, because  
There Are No Stupid Questions! 
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WHERE DO THE YEARS GO?  I was first elected to 
the Board in the Fall of 2003 as Treasurer and served 
in that capacity for seven years. I am pleased to have 
been  National  Council Representative for a three-year 
term  and to have served as Chapter President for 
the past three years. However, it is time to pass on 
the torch. I want to thank all current and past Board 
members who worked with me as a team to keep our 
Chapter an active and vibrant entity.   While I have 
stepped down as President, I will continue to serve on 
the Board for the two remaining years of my term of 
election. As well I will remain active on the two National 
committees on which I serve, namely, Membership and 
Communications. 

As I reflect back over my years on the Board, I 
become very conscious of the many individuals who 
have volunteered their time and talent to CCI.   At 
least 45, if not more, individuals, including those 
currently volunteering, have  been involved on the 
Board, committees or in the preparation and delivery 
of educational sessions.  Many thanks to all.  Without 
volunteers there would be no Chapter.

A warm welcome to all returning directors and a special 
welcome to our two newly-elected directors Devon 
Cassidy and Earl Channing. A special thank you to 
former directors, Carol Rankin and Shereef Elkoshairi for 
their years of service to CCI. The current Board looks 
forward to working together on your behalf.  

As the Board moves forward there are still challenges 
to be addressed. A Chapter is nothing without its 
members. One of the biggest challenges we face 

is how do we attract new members and also retain 
existing members. We must ensure that we are 
providing you with the benefits that make it worthwhile 
to belong to CCI. To this end it would be most helpful 
to the Board if you as members would give us your 
feedback on how we are doing. Let’s hear from you 
with your ideas.

As the year moves forward your Board will be active 
in developing an educational agenda for the Spring 
months, pushing the fair taxation issue with HRM 
Council, providing input on future changes to the 
Condominium Act and other matters of relevance to 
the condominium community as they arise.  

Again, it has been a pleasure to have served as 
your President and I look forward to my continued 
involvement on the Board.

Past President’s Remarks
Thanks To The Many Who Make CCI Happen

--  by Carol Conrad
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Once again, good people have stepped up to serve on 
the board of CCI-NS.  The line-up for the 2013-2014 
year includes:

SHARON GUTNIK, property manager with Novacorp 
Properties, takes on the job of President. 

PATRICIA (PAT) EMERSON, MBA, CMA, corporate 
controller with CitiGroup Properties, is Vice-President. 

JIM FLETCHER, Jim Fletcher Engineering, continues 
as Treasurer.

ROBERT ST. LAURENT, a former President of the 
condominium board (LCCC#12) in Chester, Nova 
Scotia., continues as National Council Representative. 

GREGORY AULD, is with Auld Allen Law, Halifax, 
director. 

CAROL CONRAD, steps down from the position of 
president after three years in the chair;  she will remain 
as a director.

BARB HART, a former deputy mayor of the City of 
Dartmouth and a longtime condominium owner and 
board member, director.

JACK MACLELLAN, is a member of the board and 
building manager of the Wentworth Condominium in 
Sydney, N.S., director.

STEVE RITCHIE, is an associate broker with Keller 
Williams Realty, Halifax, director.

Two new board members have been elected to fill 
vacancies:

DEVON CASSIDY, has 
returned to Halifax after 
studying in Ireland. She is 
working towards completing 
her Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society Articled Clerkship at 
Cassidy Nearing Berryman, 
learning the nature of a 
condominium law practice.

EARL CHANNING, is 
treasurer of HCCC 221 
(Brookshire Mews, Bedford) 
and a long-time member of 
CCI.  He has a background 
in banking and credit 
management. 

Novacorp’s senior 
management team has 

specialized in the professional 
management of quality 

condominium projects 
throughout Atlantic 

Canada since 1985.

Meet Your 2013-2014 Board
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BRK Engineering Inc.
Condominium Building Property & Surveying

As building engineers and surveyors, our expertise is grounded in a detailed
 understanding of condominium building design & construction and pathology.

BRK Engineering Inc. has provided integrated building engineering and surveying 
services to over 200 condominiums in Atlantic Canada.

  Our services amongst others in the condominium built environment include:
•	 Surveys for preparation of realistic reserve fund studies 
•	 Building envelope assessments and rehabilitations
•	 Design and contract management of structural & building envelope 

refurbishments and replacement projects
•	 Energy Consultancy 
•	 Legal consultancy covering dilapidations, building envelope defects, and expert  
  witness
•	 Maintenance management and strategies 
•	 Project and program management 

For further information about BRK Engineering Inc. please contact
 Michael Williams, P. Eng

Tel: (902) 222-2213; Fax: (902) 425-0972; or Email: Michael.brk@bellaliant.net

Thanks Carol. 
Welcome Sharon

ON YOUR BEHALF, we say thanks to longtime board 
member Carol Conrad.  Carol has stepped down from the 
CCI-NS presidency after a three-year stint in the chair;  she 
will continue to serve as a director. 

We say welcome to the president’s chair to Sharon Gutnik, 
property manager with Novacorp Properties, Halifax. She 
had earlier served as Vice-President and National Council 
Representative. 

Carol Conrad Sharon Gutnik

CCI EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS:  

Let Us Know What You’d Like To Learn
CCI-NS’S CM 200 Practical Condominium Management seminar, being held over two Saturday mornings 
in October/November, is creating a lot of interest.

We are planning three educational seminars in March/April/May 2014 and want to hear from CCI members 
what you’d like to learn more about. If you have any topics you would like to see addressed please send 
them to info@ccinovascotia.ca or call the office at 461-9855.
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ONE OF THE GREAT POWERS granted to condo 
corps under the Condominium Act (Nova Scotia) is 
the ability to file a lien against unit owners in certain 
circumstances. 

A lien is a charge against an owner’s unit and the 
common interest of that unit. The great benefit of 
this charge is that pursuant to the Act it takes priority 
to all other liens charges or mortgages affecting the 
unit, except a lien for taxes or a lien for money due to 
Nova Scotia Power.  Subject to those exceptions, the 
condo lien otherwise gets to “butt in line” in front of 
a mortgage registered by a lender or a lien filed by a 
judgment creditor. 

The circumstances that can lead to a condo corp 
being able to file a lien typically occur when a unit 
owner fails to provide payment to the corporation for 
the following reasons:

•  Outstanding assessments, including condo fees;

•  A condo corp is forced to make repairs to a unit that 
are the responsibility of an owner but which the owner 
fails to make;

•  An order is made against an owner in dispute 
resolution requiring the owner to pay money to the 
condo corp; and

•  The cost of a condo corp’s insurance deductible 
if an owner is responsible for damage to any units or 
common elements.

Prior to filing a lien, a formal demand for payment 
should be sent to the condo owner in question. If no 
payment is forthcoming after that point, then a lien 
can be registered with the Land Registration Office 
(the Act’s regulations contain a prescribed form to this 
effect). A copy of the lien must then be served against 
the condo owner in question. 

Once registered, the lien can be enforced through the 
courts in the same way a mortgage can be enforced 
via foreclosure procedures, which includes the ability to 
force the sale of the condo unit to recoup the amounts 
owing. 

However, foreclosing 
on a condo unit is a 
drastic and somewhat 
expensive measure, 
and should not be 
the first step taken. A 
more prudent course of 
action would be to first 
advise any mortgagees 
or judgment creditors 
of the lien. A secured 
lender, for example, 
would typically apply pressure on the unit owner to 
pay the amount owing under the lien, since such a lien 
would usually be a breach of the mortgage. This lender 
would also be permitted pursuant to the Act to pay the 
amount of the lien on the owner’s behalf, and in turn 
pursue the owner for such amount.

As any great power brings with it great responsibility, 
condo corps should be careful in determining what 
amounts to claim under a lien, as courts will apply 
a narrow view of what amounts are claimable. This 
is particularly true with respect to claims for legal 
expenses. Claiming unpermitted amounts can lead to a 
more time-consuming and expensive legal battle, and 
can also have cost repercussions in court. Condo corps 
should always seek legal advice prior to filing a lien. 

CCI-NS  
Membership Status   

(As of Oct. 16, 2013)

 Corporations    81

 Professional/Sponsors 25

 Individuals     4

 TOTAL          110

USEFUL INFO FOR CONDO OWNERS 

Filing a Lien against a Condo Owner in Nova 
Scotia -- Gregory Auld, director of CCI-NS, Auld Allen Law

Greg Auld
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1-800-667-8468

www.cooltint.com  www.enerlogicfilm.com

Halifax: 902-422-6290  Moncton: 506-855-0855  

Ideal for Homes, Condos and Commercial Buildings

Provides fade protection from harmful UV rays

Increased energy savings year-round

Increased comfort in your home

Backed by lifetime warranty

Canadian

Condominium

Institute

Institut

canadien des

condominiums

N O V A  S C O T I A  C H A P T E R

MEMBER OF

Specialists
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Condo 51
MANAGEMENT LTD

Joan Buck / Don Buck

Box 25142 Clayton Pk. RPO
Halifax N.S.  B3M 4H4

Ph.  902.452.9110
Fax 902.445-0507

canmar@ns.sympatico.ca

Canmar 
Services 
Limited

SINCE 1985

Quality Condominium Management

the Reserve Fund to cover the capital repairs expense.  The annual contribution to the Reserve Fund should show 
as a separate line item directly below operating income.  The result after deducting for the annual contribution 
will be the annual surplus or deficit, which should be at breakeven.  If after all revenues and expense items are 
accounted for a surplus remains a contribution to the Contingency Fund should be considered or an expense item 
that had been previously overlooked or deferred can now be factored in.  If a deficit exists, the Board will look at 
trimming expense or increasing condominium fees.  Depending upon the level of capital requirement, the Board 
will consider all options available, one of which being a special assessment that would require a vote from the 
ownership.

Continued on page 9

Continued from page 8

CCI-NS Ad Rates
Want to reach more than 5,000 Condo Owners and Professionals across Nova Scotia  
and New Brunswick?
Consider advertising in this quarterly newsletter. The current ad rates are as follows:

Business card size ad $60 per issue
1/4 page size ad $120 per issue
1/2 page size ad $240 per issue

For more information e-mail or call: info@ccinovascotia.ca or 902-461-9855

Condominium, Residential &
Commercial Property Management

Iris Procenko, CEO

iris@maritimeproperty.ca
tel: 902.444.7285 • fax 902.434.2894
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THE NEW BRUNSWICK CHAPTER held two 
Presidents’ Forums in September:  Fredericton’s 
was hosted by YCCC #22, 40 Brown Blvd. Topics 
discussed included pest control, trespassing, and 
water problems;  Moncton’s was hosted by Mount 
Pleasant Village Condominiums and topics discussed 
included condominium taxation and maintenance 
issues. 

These Presidents’ Forums are held several times a 
year. Members of condominium Board of Directors 
meet to discuss common problems to share 
information and solutions. Members of the CCI-NB 
Board are on hand to facilitate the events. 

CCI-NB is working up a course entitled “Living Well 
in A Condominium.”  It will interest new condominium 
owners or anyone considering buying a condominium. 
The session runs about 90 minutes and provides basic 
information about the governance, financial aspects, 
and common elements rules of condominium living. 
The course is planned for November 2013 and is free 
to attend. Members of the NB Chapter Board will be 
on hand for a Question & Answer session following 
the presentation.   Check the website for details:  
ccinewbrunswick@cci.ca. 

CCI-NB will be hosting the CCI National mid-year 
Meeting in the spring of 2016. The event will be held 
in Moncton and will draw many CCI members from 
across the country. The event will offer a variety of 
workshops and courses.

CCI-New Brunswick Report

We ask for your continued support, if you have not 
renewed your membership, please do so to continue 
the uninterrupted service offered. Any questions or 
issues you would like addressed at our seminars or 
forums, please contact Phil Williams at 506. 454.3499 
or philwilliams@bellaliant.net or ccinewbrunswick@cci.
ca. 

-- Elizabeth McDermott (emcdec606@rogers.com)

PHIL WILLIAMS CRP
OWNER

CONDOMINIUM RESERVE FUND STUDIES 
300 Inglewood Drive, Fredericton 

NB E3B 2K6 
phone 506 447 1511 C | 506 454 3499 O 

e-mail philwilliams@bellaliant.net

370 Rainsford Lane
P.O. Box 1374, Fredericton, N.B.  E3B 5E3

vanwart@vanwart.nb.ca         www.vanwart.nb.ca

Established Property Management Company
Specializing in Property Management Service

since 1972 and a proud member of CCI-NB
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If you are interested in natural gas for your property, please contact:
Scott Grant Senior Account Manager
Tel: 466 2112
Email: sgrant@heritagegas.com

The smart energy
solution for residences.

Naturally.

For further details about natural gas,
please visit our website:

www.heritagegas.com

Heritage Gas wants to work with you. With over 50 years of experience among our owners in
thedesigning, building andoperating of natural gas systems in Canada,HeritageGaswould like
to help youmake your residence an even greater success. Natural gas can help youmake your
residencemore efficient, reliable, affordable and environmentally friendly.

Tony Hall 

92A Queen Street
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia   B2Y 1G8 

(902) 445-4936(o)  (902) 407-3305(f)
tony.hall@podiumproperties.ca          www.podiumproperties.ca 

PODIUM PROPERTIES . LTD

Residential & Commercial 
Real Estate Appraisal & Consulting Professionals

Specializing in 
Condominium Reserve Fund Studies

Phone: 506-450-7150 Fredericton

Phone: 506-858-2787 Moncton 

crf@altusgroup.com

Proudly Providing Advice to the 
Condominium Industry Throughout 

Nova Scotia since 1982

1741 Brunswick S treet,  Sui te 401,
Hali fax, Nova Scot ia, B3J 3X8

 

Patrick I. Cassidy, Q.C. A.C.C.I., F.C.C.I.

Tel. (902) 492-1770 • Fax (902) 423-2485
Toll Free: 1-800-792-1770 (N.S.) • E-mail: cassidy@cnb.ca

101-371 St. Margaret's Bay Road

RENEWAL OF PROVINCIAL  
STATE OF EMERGENCY

EMERGENCY AREA:

On March 22, 2020 a State of Emergency was declared for all the Province of Nova Scotia. 




